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The extensive revisions of the nules, submitted to the Bighth 4,C,L.,
were by and large passed amid ruch discussion (almost too much) ard against
little opposition. TLis was not surnrising, for the revisions were wmainly
intended to regularise existing practices or to fulfil obvious needs, and had
obviously been drafted with much thought., =cut there were surprises mnevertheless,

The first was the fulfilment of J1¢ iicore Cnllum's prophecy that Zric
ryne would raise a point of orcder at this ~.G,it, Le did, but in e nost
unexpected way, The old Hule 14 ,zow .ule 17) regnired that nronosed alterations
to rules must be submitted in writing at least 28 lays before the 4,G.k. The
purnpose of such an arrangerent is to give members time to think over proposed
alterations before voting ocn them, and accordingly, although we mey discuss a
rule at an «,G.i,, we may subsequently not provzose alterations, and discussion
without action is pointless. Iric's groposal that dule 13 (Jo. 18 in the new
sules; be reviewed was in order, but his further »roposal that it be amended
was not, for he had not subnitted any actual amendments, So Jliric Lyne's proposal
wag rejected on a point of order - surely the first time such a thing has ever
happened, ihat a pity he wasn't there to join battle! Lowever, we may be sure
that he'll try again next yzar, and won't be cawght out a second time,

Another borhbshkell was George Sutton's attempt to resign from the Vice-
rresidency, This was defeated by the Club's overwhelming vote of confidence in
our unpredictable V,¥, #ut there is & complication. /e have been brealking the
wules for eight years. iule 5 requires thet all the Ufficers, Vice-Zresident
included, shall retire annually, They are eligible for re-election (with
reservations elsewhere about length of service, but they must retire, This
means that only the V,.:,'s first year of office is automatic; for his second
year he must be norinated and clected im the same way as all thke cther Ufficers,
e can, if we wish, throw him ovt and elect sormeone else in his place - though
I cannot imegine such ungraciousness iz tke -read =~ provided, of course, that
the rresident is carrying on for a second year, Iut to the best of my knowledge,
we Love never held a Vice-rresidential clecticn in any year in w ich the Iresident
wag re-elected, .lule & has thus heen broken four times - at the Jecond, Jourth,
Sixth and Sighth i.CG.kk,s, There is no redress for past mistakes, but we must
stick to the -mles in future. %Yke rext Vice-sresidential clection will be hsld
at the Venth ..G,k, in 1658, wiien one of the candidates will be Harry rretty,
standing for election for hig second year as V.:., Unless- dare I write it? -
.ule 5 is re-draited hefore then.
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The Eig%th Annual General kieeting of the (.ii.C, was held at the Erince
o§ fales Inn, Zaslow, on Saturday, the 17th lsarch, with the Fresident in the
chalr,

m . . .

Lye procgeﬂlngs opened with apologies for absence and the minutes of
the previous A,u.i,, There being no "business arrising", the next item was the
fregident's .ieport,

_ larry Pretty opened by saying that although the year had nct been a bad
one, it had not be>n a vintage year, There had been no more members out on
meets than in earlier years, A great deal of commendable voluntary work had
been_done, notably in commection with the hut, The Hewsletter was also
me?tloned, and the rresident appealed for wmore support in the form of comtrib-
utions of news items, Summarising, the general health of the Club conbinued
to be goos, The :ieport closed with a »lea Zor brevity and feirmindecdness in
the proccedings to follow. p

Brian Coolke next presonted the Seerctery's ieport, senbership was at
presen? 77 - 5 lcss than a year ago, fThis was cue to 4 resignations and 9
expulg:ons Zor non-payment of sutscription, partially cf#fset by & new members.
Bﬁmenbers were in I,L, forces and a further 2 abroad, Cf the remainder, about
69 were active - a very high proportion, In view of the number of impending
ma{rlageg, the Club appeared to be an efficient marriage bureau. nany peonle
had sacrificed climbing in order to work on the but, which indicated a good
?pirit. ‘uany sieets Circulars had been distributed but perhaps not enough
information about Cormittec activities, un a show of hands, the Club coafirmed
the }atter suggestion, and Prian promised to supply the Hewsletter with
Comittee news. <{ur Z,i:,C, representative had sought access to the :ioches and
otker arcas, anc the —.i.C, had discussed this with the Feak Ilanning -oard.
£ schenme involving voluntary wardens khad been proposed to ensure good behaviour
anong climbers, but the Club was against such o system. i requisiticn had been
received for a Jpecial Uemeral liceting to discuss certain matters connected
with tke hut, but several of the signatories hac withdrawn their nanes, leaving
qnly ﬁhyee signatures. In accordance with Rule 13, no meeting had bLeen called,
Conclud1ng, the Secretary said that ..onni rhillips had taken over all duplicating
work, The Club'se appreciation of her efforts was vociferously expreased,

Th% Ireasurer's weport, delivered by faul worris, was brief, as balance
gheeta had already been circulated, Ie pointed out tkat nearly all the morey
in the Fut fund would be needed to pay the current year's rent, so the credit
balance was not as good as it appeared. OSeveral questions were addregssed to the
Treasurer, Renlying to lick loore, ke said that tke £7,17,ud. realised by
ra?flgs at the vinner lieet wns For all the equipnent raffled, Heplyihg to en
Griffiths, he said that ahout 22 members had paid this year's sulscrintion -
nore than at the last 4,G.I. Te told woger Tarner that the cxact value o2 our
agsets would not be kmown until an auditor kad becn appointed, and karion Cooke
E?at t?e valvation should be comnrlete by next year, Stan woore wanted our
financial year to coincide with the calendar year, and was told that this had
been tried without success but night be rossible., In reply to Clive ‘ebb, the
Treasurer said the Lut Fund would pay solicitors' fees and fire insurance’in
connection with the hut. The rresident cormented that our financial resources
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had reached three figures for the first time, and that the new Lommittee would
have more serious financial and legal responsibilities,

The Jiscussion of the proposed new rules then began. (7For the sake of
brevity in this overblown report, these rules arc referred to only by number,
If you wish to go over wkat follows in detail, you should have by you a copy of
the new rules, which have already been circulated). fortytwo members eligible
to vote were present,

:mle 4 was carried unsnimoucly without discussion,
~ule & - ‘rian Cooke expleined that jobs occasionally cropped up for
whick an additional officer was desiralle. In nractice there was no difficulty
but the new rule would regularise the Commitiee's position., TYhe need for an
nggistant Genmeral Secretory and a Lut warden was obvious. There was sone
discusgion on the interpretation of the new rule, =mob rarslow asked whether
the Cormittee would be akle to remove aldditional oifficers kefore the next &.G,i,
if necessary, and was assurcd that it would., Some discussion of possible abuses
followed, and the President poirted cut that such minute details never caused
difficulty in practice and that the Club's right to call Special General Lectings
was a safeguard, Temporary vfficers would vote at Cormittee Leetings. dJohn
4Ldderley wanted such officers to be anpointed from tke exisgting Cormittee. This
was held to be impracticable. Tke new rule was accepted nem. con,

Zule 8 - George Uutton gueried the choice of seven for a guorrm at
Cormittee meetings, The rresident explained thot seven was one more than half
the Comuittee under the mew aule 5, and George accepted this, Charlie vullum
favoured the addition to the old rule and pointed out tkat we had already had
cene acrimonious J,U,li, solely because the pogition had not becen clearly defined
in the rules. The rule was passed by a large majority (33 for).

dule 7 — leplying to Joe Joknson, the rfresident said that there would be
no srecific qualification renuired for a Trustee., Taking on such a position
was the Trustee's nersonal responsibility., ie also tolc Clive uebb that Trustees
would have some say in the administration of Club property. To .en uriffiths
he replied that Trustees would be arpointed permanently., 34 members voted for
the rule, which was passed, :

fule 8 - Joe Johnson thought that two auditors, not one, should be
apnointed, Otan lioore wanted the rule to include a cdefinition of the financial
year, but it was out of order to meke such an addition at the present meeting.
The rule was passed ncm, con,

dule § -~ George Sutton gueried the Cormittee's right to submit nominations
at 4,G,li,8, Charlie Cullum said that Committeces usually bed this vnrivilege.
The rule was passed nem. con,

smle 10 - George Jutton orposed the changed on the grouncs that it bad
always been traditional for Lonorary nembership to be restricted to existing
Club riembers, and that if a person wes sufficiently interested in the Club to
merit this honour, he would keve joined the Club in any case. Joe Johnson
aglred whot control there would be over the Cormittee's election of Lonorary
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kiembers, and it was pointed out that the Uommittee could only nominate them,
and election was the Club's respensibility, ZErian Uooke said the new rule
would enable the Club to exrress its gretitude to eminent mountaineers who had
greatly assisted the Club, e.g. by helping expeditions. Voting was 35-4 in
favour of the alteration,

<uies 12 and 1§ were passed by 4u-1 and 41-1 respectively with little
discussion, 2

-ule 16 - 4 unigue situation arose over this rule., %wo alternative
preposals were before thke meeting ~ the Cormittee's and lric cyme's. The
Comnittee's was taken first, George Jutton said that o.d.l..8 were undesirable
and the increase in tre number of signatures regquirecd would be a deterrent,
Charlie Cullunm vroposed the formal rejection of this aroposal so that Aric
<yne's could be discussed, and the rejection was carricd by 26-8. wmick loore
then claimed that it would be out of order to discuss .ric's vroposal ag he had
not preveosed a definite new rule or alteratiou, but merely a ciscussion, which

- was not proviced for in the rules. The temmerature of the meeting rose, but
eventually this claim was uphels, the formal rejection of the Gommittee's
proposal declared void and on a new vote the amended rule was accepted by 30-6,

dnle 17 was nassed nem, con. without discussion.

sule 16 - Ueorge Sutton, Stan kbore aund others were involved in a lively
discussion on whether or not there should be any authority for interpreting
rules, and if so, whetker it should be the Cormittes or the Club, Uhe arguwents
for the new rule were, briefly, that an autlLority was cesirable to zliminate a
repetition of past wrangling, and it wes riore convenient from & eractical view-
point to invest the Committee with such authority.  The rule was rejected by 26-1¢

“he second major item followed - the election of ufficers and Cermittee
for the ensuing year.
: Yhere were two nominations for the rregidency - Larry rretty and Zrnie
fbillire. LRarry was elected by 24 votes to 11,

“rian Cooke was the only nominee For the Secretaryship, and was thereiore
elected, '

George Sutton caused an vproar by announcing ke did not wish to continue
as Vice rresident because he felt that the Club was no longer behind him, There
was some argwaent as to the procedure in this unprecedented situation, until a
show of hands proved Ueorge's fear to he utterly uniounded, and he agreed to
remain in office,

<aul lorris and sete Janes were nominated Zor the vost cf Treasurer. in
a si:ow of hands, raul received 29 votes and was ‘elected.

tionni rhillips was elected assistant Germoral Secretary and Jave fenlington
-

Hut Jarden, there being no other nominations,

kike Gadd and Huth Jottger were nominated as lecets Secretary. iick was
eleeted Ly 21 votes to 1i2. :

- 0 -
Geoff Thompson was eppointed Eon, gnditcr.

Monminations for Cormittee were: Sob rarslow, Zob rettigrew, iarion Coolke,

= % e 5 ot » 2 i el i
Irnie ¥hillins, Lourie Durna, Zetty £ird, Fete Janes, Huth lottger, ivike Turner,
Clive /ebb and .ay Eandley, The firat five were clected,

Lany members spoke atout the hut. Irian Coocke said that the question of
ownership was still not settled, and no definite decision coulid be reacked
wntil the estote had been valued, If the estate were sold, we should hawve to
negotiate with the new owner, but this was unlikely. LZob rarslow asged who
were the nembers of the Hut Subcormitilee and wasg told - wmike uoore, lave
ienlingten, \waurie urns, John Welbourn and Gerry -rittom. sen Griffiths
asked if a key could Le obtained at the hut, and was told that a key was ?ept.
at #illiems' form, o» the right-land gide of the gete to "Iryn-y-wern". iaurie
Turns wanted to know whether the Club would Be in fovour of buying the hut if
the opportunity arcse. £ show of hands indicated that we would. fred Lllen
asked if, in view of the notorious January mecet, trere was any limit con the
number of pergomns using the hut at ence. irian Cooke replied thot contrel of
rumbers Jepended on good liagon between hut wsers ard the hut farden and wecets
Secretary., Jokn sdderley said that voluntary workers ot tke hut shonld not be
obliged to pay hut dues, and was told thot thet was alrealy the custom, Joe
Johnson said that the Sarmsley i&.,C. had found the neced for the striet application
of rvles at their hut, and esked if there were any regulations at oars, .ave
Tenlington saicd that no definite rules had been laid down, and the principle of
relying on visitors to behave themselves wes worliing well., Joe thousht there
should be seme rules, nevertheless. Clive .Jebb asked if cooking fasilities were
for all users or a favoured few. This was not treated very seriously., Ccorge
wutton proposed a vote of thans to xick loore for his chairmanship of the hut
subcormiittee, and this was cxpressad enthusiastically by oll jresent. Jeance
Lorris as%ed whether visitors who were obligeld to sleep on the floor should ray
the full fee, and the general feeling of the meeting appeared to Le thait they
should, Jave renlington pointed out that this ineconvenience couli be aveided
by booking well in advance,

The Librarian, Joe Joknson, said thet our "library" consisited of 37 Locks,

18 pericdicals and 4 maps, and mentioned tke proposel to instal it in the hut.
Tke ZFucksaclk Club sent orly a selection of bocks to the hut and kept the best
ones in their library. If all our books were to be in the hut, they shouid be
kept under lock and key, for the librarien could not be respomsible for Looks

8o far removed from his direcct supcrvision. Ken Griffiths said they should be
where they would be most used, and asked how freguently they were used at
present. The reply wes not at all., OStan lioore suggested Zeeping them at the
fell and this was accented as a good idea,

There being no further business, the meetirg was closed,

(The Bditor wishes to apologise for the great length of this report, for
its general unreadability and for any inaccuracies, and hopes that readers (if
any) will ampreciste the imposeibility of keeping a deteiled account cf a
typically chaotic (read i.G.l., which raged for four hours).

v
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ON EEARTNG OF T0E JEPASTURE TN LARCE OF

ANUTEDN ALIidiidal] FThald AN S{ET0TTICH eeavesvvnrsessasssse by JI iC3ASERH,

Lament the day, C has it come to pass

That man's last ivory towers are lost?

The Lakes, and /sles, the Alps fell long ago;
st Limalayas join the holocaust?

Would Lirs. Fankhurst were alive tc see
The elevation of the suffragette,

The desverate climbs of femininity,
Upnon the Limelayan zarapet,

4ill there bve cosy heart-to-hearts iz tents,
Tiffs over who pours tea, verhaps a tear?
ur knitting like i:ademe ..efarge at dewn,
Lefore the guillctine arete severe?

4ill women's tongues spur cn the porters through
The conditions of the mountain ice?

#ill Yeti footsteps in the snow be braved

sefore sore smaller provoke shrieks of "ifice !" ?

rerhaps upon a fallen Asian peak,

then ladame I has failed a flag to fetch,
/hat more distinctive nailed upon an axe,
Than brassiere or strip of two-way stretch?

I phrophecy to all male mountaineers,
Unlese this trespass on our ground relents;
Unr sole retreat of neace an< golitude

4ill be bekind the cryptic aign of "uwilio",

PNy e
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It is the 26th of karch, 19568, and I am sitting on the step of the back
garden door of my home in uondon, It is very werm and peaceful in the sunshine
and I feel alrost entirely free from worrizs, Ghere are two Leavily loaded
clothes-lines in the garden, from which kang rany of my old climbing clothes,
It looks like the end of a long climbing sesgsion, and indeed it is, I kave
left Mhite all for good,

Looking back over 1985 is very pleasant for me, It is a year in which I
made more friends through the mountains than ever before, I Lave algo taught
rany young people to climb and kad the joy of showing them a little of what I
see in the hills,

I look back to the icy mormings of brilliant sunshine and crisp snow and
tke swish of skis, I also lcok back to the hot dry rock .con a summer's afternoon
at Castle lLaye, woches end little ‘indgather, and to the roaring wind and lashing
rain mazing very wet camns on .dinder OScout, and days of such violence that the
swollen ’ownfall never reached the kottom,

T =

I look back also to last August, my summer holiday spent partly in the
Zermott Alps and ending in Llanberis Pass, certainly one of the most stormy
climbing sessions I have ever had., Iremories of the incredible clarity and
vast distances from the katterhorn's narrow summit, of silent and beautiful
dewns from the Gorner Glacier, iemories also of warm blue water and swimming
in ilyn Cum-y-ffynon, and of mind and body grappling furiously with the vertical
ferocity of the Srvectre,

For the sixth year running, I saw the year in on top of Snowdor, and so
1685 slipned away to the midnight roar of the s¢all of Hirriemuir,

flow, in early Spring, I find myself entirely free once more and as I gaze
into a sun-drenched sky, I see great cumulo nimbus cloucs soaring like mighty
peaks of the Eimalayas, Jithin me they arouse my wildest {reams, and I tell
myself, "This is the beginning of a greater climbing phase".

"This is the gsunset of another phase;
The winds of time have blown me out;
The day is rive for a new life's craze
Uf free hills and joys, without doubt,

This is the twilight of professional days;
Another chapter of my life has ended,

Zut through the doubts of future haze
Loom greater hills, yet more splendid.,"

[y
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: Té "look at" - to climb,

2, "Interesting" - sloody Exposed,

3. To "go for a walk" - Travel over 20 miles on foot over hnags :ceat), groughs
and the like, carrying 50 lbs. in ruckiacic,

4, 4 "Jug" - is not a glass of beer - is a IDAMNJEVLD - rare on
gritstone,

5; A "Chipmey" F - J, VYelbourn smoking Fete Janes' toba-eo,

6. "Get the bird" - Catch Eetty first,

7. "dold tight" - is not an endearment., The speaker means kls

handholds are non-existent, his feet have slinped
off and his eyelashes cannot keep contact with
the rock a moment longer, It behoves his leader
to tighten his grasp on the rope, or let his grip
slacken if he values his skin,

8. Take to the "Zoards" - is not to go on the stage, but to ski(hard k).

9. To ski(pronounced "she") - to go to an Oread “arty.

-&-———-0—-—-—
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It was 4,3C n.m, and the swmit of the Jent -du ideguin was towering above
us as we ascenced the last diedre towards the ridge, £Above us arpeared
suddenly a figure, I shouted asking if he was familiar with the way cfif the
pegls, . Ze replied that he was and would wgpjt and direct nus, e reached the :
top about §,15,p.m, conly tc find it deserted, and then the thousht of a forced
bBivonac flashed across ry mind witk its implications., ‘e had no equipment, no
food, no water and wet feet with nothing to change into,

this soon passed out of my rdind as we did two obvious 2U metre rappels
off the summit and then saw footprints in the snow on a ledge below, we decided
to continue raprelling and every now and then oze of us would traverse to the
o, !, Arete anc see if we could break out .on to the /Jest face. e knew we had to
get on to it tc be able to descend ecasily on to the glacier, After abeout two
hours of this, the idea of the bivouac was again forming in my nind with even
rore pressure, 1 had not mentioned it to Lou, but I thought it was time to
look for a place to spend the night.

Lou was at that moment maizing yet ancther traverse out tc the ridge.
"Lou", I ghouted, "If we can't get round this time we skall have to b.....
bivvy". Le did not reply, but proceeded to the corner, hovered round it and
slowly returned. Jell, that was that! The time was 3.3V p.m. 1t was nearly
dark and we had been wmoving for about 15 hours. I kad taken another tyve of
thirst guencher with me today and it had la2ft me with & mouth like the
rroverbiel Lhinaman's,

e surveyed our sleeping quarters, which were not of the best. The four-
foot wide ledge sloped downwards and was covered with spall loose scree. e
needed tying to the mountain but there were no satisfactory belays, and ny
piton harmer resided sonmewhere on the screes, where, unfortunately, I had left
it whilst verforming a very necessary function, e then decidec that if we
drove the Leads of both ice axes into the screce, they might offer sonme protection;
this method, of course, was completely psychological and meant that we had to
8it perfectly upripght with a nylon rope passing over cur thighs and tied to the
heads of the axes, The hours of the night stretched before us and I thought it
a good opportunity to take some photograpvis.,

‘he view as night apnroached was most. impresaive, Otraight across from
cur sanctum was the great Northk Pace oif the "Grandes Jorasses" with the .peron
dalker stending out in profide, then slightly to the right the lent du Geant.
Lvalanches had been falling ceaselessly all day and were to continue most of the
night. further down the valley was the great massif of the Verte and the Tru,
Une wonders what thoge West .ace bivouacs were like,

Hight eventually fell, with us becoming colder and closer togetker, each
taking it in turn to have his legs under his commanion. e alsc fought a silent
battle for the lion's skare of tie rucksack to sit on, cur only zrotection
ageinst piles., %he only sound after a little while, was the chattering of teeth
and every now and then, "/hat's the time?'.

~ventually, it was 12 o'clock and we knew that we were on the Lome stretch.
Suddenly there was & crash a little way to the right and a fair sized boulder
passed us on its way to the glaecier, "iell!", said uou, "wet's hope there are
no more of those b.....s. Zow's your feet?'. "5,.... cold", I replied, "<hot
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time is it?"', "12.3V. I could do with a drink", Lou replied,

o ssawn c%melslowly, a faint piak Zlush over the ridge of the lioine. ALbout

8.3V a.?. we ??Clded it was'tir? to move, so gathering our belongings together,

we roved ur and began to climb back towards the surmit, e founéd that i? we

ha traversed as scon as we had completed the two raprels, we should have struck
ﬁhetrgquireﬁ shoulder and so been able to accorplish an easy traverse on to the

dest Tace,

o \m climbing = few feet ¢ovm this, we net an ascending smerican girl and
her Uerman husband (a real smagher - to hbe interpreted cither way). They nlied
us with cold tea, auite the best tea I have ever tested, _

le arrived beek at the kut in a terrific gweat, wondering if it couléd
kave teen as cold as we thought up there, or had it Just been a bad dream,

G, §

Jear Zob Cratchit,

) tne item of news — lorrman Uockran wrote me yesterday. ile said tkat the
Club had heen so hospitable to him during the ~inrer that he would li%e us to
accept a chenque, which he enclosed. 3Jaid ckeque kas been sent on to the ever
hungry maw of the Treasury,

vome villain under the chasceme name of rithecanthropus Sreetvs is hurlin
scurfllous invective against noles and trogs. Caving is a wholly eddfyings
anc. 1 suggest that (laustrepholia sce a good paychiatrist. I have : v
my riacd up whether to consider Wona 2s a true cave~aholitionist, an
T e 3nd = 3 S 3 : a
the under-dogs, or an anti-perversionist., &8 for the "erafty suog”, I Lave

s

Ciscussed this gubject with ancther caver sud we were both agraed that it i
alioat immossible to be amorous when un to tre eyebrows in mmd, & wilder roirit
of my acquaintance once expressed a desire to see two naked women wremtiiggzin
mud - sorie of the spectacles I have witnessed underground would almost fulfill
thisg atrange desire,

s
]
T

m : . - .
; o change the subject, I was delighted by " Christmas Carol" - and the
other Jim-gens,

Yours,

George Sutton,

Jear Aditor,

' In view ?f the alarming correspondence which hasg appeared in your august
Journal condemniig the gentle art of eaving, I hasten to the deferce of those
who suprort this ancient and honourable ragtime,

1'1 say ancie?t because from his early beginnings, man has spent his time
croucning in the din depths of some cavern, and this undoubtedly explaing the
urge of conterporary man to seek refuge from the worls in these secluded places,
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48 fundementalists, we do not believe in defying the force of gravity,
and prefer to recline im a position natural and coniortallie to the human body
rather than suspended in a death Jefying act far up on some irhespitaile crag,
cursing the fate which brought us hither, accompanied by the funereel janglinag
of various items of ironmongery. I have even heard of cases of people being
literally rivetted tc a cliff with strange devices known as "pitons",

£ comparison of the mental states depicted by the above two situations
should prompt any reasonable person to dive cdown the nearest hole, first making
certain, of course, that it is a genuine cave and not a short cut into the
local sewage system, and there find the sclace he is unconsciously seeking,

The joys of underground progression are too well mown to recuire more
than a brief mention from this pen, but tie uanique view obtaired of the nether
portions of one's leader {a sigkit to ke seen nowhere clse), the seunse of gliding
like a bird as one slides down a well lubriecated passaie, and the final luxury
of a free mud vack ere not lightly to be cast aside,

I adnit to the fact thot heviig grent so louy in the recimbent wosition
is responsible for my being comszderzs somewbat ¢f an euntbority on Loot soles

nd nailing patterns, and am cervinced tlat I have saved rany of my friends from
pogsible Janger by detectimg lcose tricounic wiilst wmeling notes.

finally, in order to ferstall those wio wouid inspire the newconer with
gleomy forebodings of the future, I would urge the begimer to ignore telea of
the hones of long dead cavers and the sloughed skins gaid to exist irn tle
remoter narts of this country, After all, these tlings heve their special
interest in speliological research and if viewed in the light of exyjerience
will be seean to be no more tharn a passing incident in a ecaver's life,

i, L,

Cffice for Systematic Jemclition of rsre-
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kistoric ilounds {including wountains!).

—ear br, Aditor,

Y

for pnblishing defamatory statementa in the February issue of the
"Hewsletter", I must take to task both yourself and the mnonymous writer "lona".

Laving left my copy of that some journmal with a London friend — no, not
my lezgel adviser - I sBuspose I ought to be extremely cercful in reolying to the
infamous suggestions made. _ut, why siould I? I caen truthfally say I climb not
purely for the sheer pliysical -leasure derived Irom the sport, but also for the
sniritual ond mental bernefits accruing. Hurther, rock clirbing is but cne
attribute of Liountaineering, and tsing thke post liberal irnterrretaticn, I consider
Archacology to be included in its scope. The bills and movateing we all love
bezar ample evidence of tle very earliest mountaineers, to wit, tke Celts; and
acons before them, ire-historic man! «nd yet 1 aw virtuslly accused of seeking
to desecrate their memory, for if I wo-ld stoon sc low as to "domolish cne of
their mountaing" (with ny ice axe,, surely I destroy with the same act my faith
in the ancestors of the modern mountaineer?

.

el =

1 thank you, Sir, for opeming this issue, and I trust you, and other
misguided rock-climbing zealots, next time you camp on Sncwdonian peat-beds or
in & Larnecdau cave will meditde a while upon the scobering &nowledge that
thousands of years before our time, other eyes gazed with reverence on Y .yddfa,
Craig-y-‘sfa and beloved Tryfan,

In conclusion, may I add that I believe the reputation the iread has
gained as aa active and progressive Club, is due in no small reasure i5 the many-
sided interests and often seemingly quaint and unrelated {mistaikenly so)
activities of its merbers,

vigned,
"E s T s LU G{US"
}alias "saxon trave-dizger")
- . - A\
{elias sx-Treasurer;.

Dear .Aditer,

And so the great caving controversy reges on with the feverheat of a
cosmic chesgsmateh. /it and repartee szarkle from month to month - wh.at was
. 5 .
that you were saying last lovember?

slowever, jesting apart, I must agree with the HAditorial of Jebruary
deploring the anonymity of pretaganists engsged in this mortal struggle. Come
out into the open, you cowards, or should I say up to the surface

There is little left to say on the subject, rerkaps for those with a
ragochistic streak, the self-inilected torments of mountaineering are not to
be compered with those of cavirg., It is indeed a fact that one can get dirtier
and wetter in o cave more quickly than erywhere else. necovery from a caving
weekend takes on the averase two more days then from an egual veriod svent
mountaineering. The deligits of bashing one's head against the floor of a
fosgilised nrimeval shellfish bed, or crawling along a boulder-strewn rabbit-

ron like a disjeinted crab, can kerdly be described,

Uowever, I ecxpect it is all doing one no eand of gocd - it's certainly
very riecasant to get into the open again after a session of caving,

Incidentally, whet about having an official Caving weet next year?
Zours,

Jdim .ershaw,

(This corresnordence is now closed. - 2d,)
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Lear sditor,

iay I bring a matter pertinent to the welfare of the cread to your
notice? I refer to the practice of presenting engraved tankerds to members
vwho launch thenmselves oa to, fall into, are dragged into, and even drown,
in the marital sea.

This wes an excellent custom when, lilke Christmas and other people's
birthdays, it didn't occur too often. ILowever, the number of projected
marriages within our midst has risen to an alarming figure, «e not only face,
at five guineas a tive, greatly increased expenditure, ocut indeed actual
bankruptey. Is the vread to founder on a reef of presentation tankards? I
would suggest thaot the threatening disaster could either be averted by reducing
the value of such tankards to a nominal amount (what could be finer on a :
newlywed mentlepiece than foclworth moulded cut-glass or an eagraved jemjar?j,
or alternatively the presentatior to the minority of members remaining in the
single state instead of the majority contemplating merriage.

Tours,
Seour Grapes,
AR R

v

Gl R L Tk Te i r s b ) ey § ¥ € 8 el x s 1 warwd's Dy EREETTER

Je left Zerby in the small hours of Saturday, the 17th uarchk, and by
Sunday mid-day stepped off the Snowsport Special at Innsbruck, having solved
the nroblem of continental travel once and for all - have a sleeper, it's worth
the extra guid., vur main observation on the journey was that femaie pussengers
nredominated by about ten to one. {Sex starved male uvreads please note !)

drom Innsbruck by rost Zus to Gries im Sellraintal, and then a hair-
raising jeep ride to “irmbachalm between vertical walls c¢f snow thirty feet
high in places. iere the jeep could go no further, and we transferred to a

Jeagel for thke rest of the journey to :Mhtai. for the benefit of the uvninitiated

a Weasel is a vehicle with caterpillar tracks which run on top of the snow, and
which is able to go almost anywhere.

iktai congists of about four hotels, a couple of "agports shons" and the
Jertmunder iMitte, with beautiful valleys radiating off like the spokes of a
wheel, and surrounded by an infinity of pealrs and snow glopes, the whole
comorising the Sthbaier slpen. Uhe highest surmits approach lo,uct ft., and
at thig time of the year many of them can be ascended on skis right to tke top.

un lionday morning we joined the ski-school, and 4id our "ubung" on the
nursery slopes, heing rleasantly surrrised to find ourselves in the topr class
but one. Iy GYuesday we were away on a day tour to the wittertal, with powder
grow, a nerfect blue sky, and scenery better than the picture nost-cards,
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The run down as beyond description, and we arrived back at the Alrvenrose tired,
but well satisfied with our day's effort,

The rest of the week passed in like manner, with "ubung" ard tours
alternately, until Friday. C(n tbis fateful day I fell on a particularly
unnleasant turn, and partially dislocated my right knee, renewing an old
injury. Lewever, after a couple of days enforced rest, assisted by liberal
application of "iliman's", only swelling remained,

donni went in the ski-achool again the second week, while the rest of
us went touring on our own, including the “Brgertal and wetterkreutz, Langental,
Finstertal and rirchkogel. The view from the swmit of this peak can only be
cescribed as fantastic, Onow for eighty miles in all {irections! The last
Saturday brought the downhill GBlalom, and Chuck was second in his cless, winring
the silver medal,

The more dissipated membera of the Ulub will no doubt be morc interested
in the after-ski activities, ‘“DLiese included several parties lasting until
2.00 a.m,, organigsed by some irinelanders we met, ard the congumption of large
guantities of wine, bier, gllthwein, cherry-brandy, rum grog, ete., ete. The
rest must be left to the imagination!

Technically, we were astonished to discover a new technique in vractice,
The "swing" has gene out of the swing-turn completely, and we have as yet been
unable to discover the imechanics of the new style. IHothing vigible takes place

rat all; the skis just stay absolutely parallel, and sbout an eighth of an inch

apart, with ne body or arm movement to induce the turn! However, since it won
three gold medals for Dailer in the Ulympics there must be something in it,

The natives assert that Elhtai is the best place in fustria for ski-ing,
as it is possible to stay here for two or thrce weeks and go on a different
tour every cay, ad we usgree unanimously with this view, A number of uLreads
have already cecided that they are going to Lustria next lisrch, and it scems
likely that it might almost be possible to make it an official meet at the
rregent rate of progress. 4Anyone interested should bear in mind that it is
necessary to make arrangements not later than the end of August to ensure
acconmodation,

sltogether then, we had seventeen days of magnificent ski-ing with
gcintillating snow, impeccable cunisine and the best of company,

PRI { S
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SUTHERLAN) A1) WEOTU 080 eesesevessesnsonsosscssansssnses Dy PELL TLLNER,

nfter a journey of 58U miles, Jokn sdderley and I camped near Cam Loch
in remotest Sutherland, and on the following day, Good “riday, set off to
ascend Suilven. I had always thought of Suilven as a little mountain, suitable
for a short day's armsement, but we were actually out for 9F hours. Tks trouble
with Suilven is that it is sc far from everywhere that the escent involves a
very long wall; we had a good six miles of moorlands to cross to reach our peak,
and when we did at lest set foot on vuilven, it gave toec impressicn of being
quite a big mountain, even thougk it is oaly 2,400 ft, Ligh, %The sumit ridge
is a mile long, and provides some pleasant scrambling. e did not leave the
lest summit till 4,00 p.m. and tke wall back to cemv seemed interminable.

Un Saturday, we drove to Ichuadamph and ascended Lonamhezll and -<en lore
«~gsynt, much vigger than Suilven but much less distinguishead,

llext day we moved cammp tu the shore of Lock Lurgsinn and from there
traversed Stac rolly, a rather coric little wmountain which kas been likened to
"g vorcupine in a state of extrere irrascibility". Tre weatker was really
very warm, and after descending, I enjoyed a brief, stimulating swim in loch
Lurgainn,

Un Sgster wonday, we attermted tc ascend en iore Coigack by tre great
buttress of Sgurr Fhidlair., I believe there is a recognise route up it
sorewhere, but we never fourd it. after climbing & geries of slab nitckes on
rounded hollds, reminiscent of Trafalgar vall, alternating with belts of vertical
heather (and very noor cuality heather, too!; and not finding one good belay in
gome Jui ft,, we gave up ané traversed round the diffieunlties and tock a more
plebian way up the mountain,

Tuesday was speant shomning ir Ullapool and moving to .Jundonnell, where
we established ourselves in a barn. We’nesdey, the only dey of bad weather,
was a comslete off day, but on lhursday, in wild, blustering weather, we
traversed An Teallach, one of the grandest Scottish mountains, There was a
little snow high up and the vinnacles, keavily verglassed, had to be treated
with resncet; a biting H. !, wind 'epnt ws cn the move, and the conmplete round
only occupied 73 kours,

vn driday we set off for home; the journey was not without interest,
uafter leaving adirbargh, the car developed an oil leak and & leaking radiator,
Using falnlous guantities of o0il, and stopriig sbout every 3v riles Tor water
from any convenient stream, river or rond, and leaving o slimey weke all the
way cdown s,l., we reached home safely on vaturday moraing,

RIS |
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: This weekend was a good turnout (boge being kand flushed with buckets !},
Eiough the Jreads comsiderably outmmbered the i:.a,id, host members arrived

=3 T = a aro & . - . ;
friday night in pelting rain; one or two with skis in the hones of finding a
little snow left,

: Saturday dawned in the usual, typical Welsh style, low mist and heavy
rain, 80 all vreads weat to ettws-y-Coed and climbed on tke local cre -s. which
Troved rather disappointing. e later adjourned to the local cafe to Eiécuss
wist was going to havpen in the afterioon. une varty went in scarch of sore
new erag and tlhe remainder to the iliree Cliffs, Yaturdey eveniosg sone stayed
in, soze weat to the ren-y-Gwryd and some to the cryn Syrck, the latter rarty
consisting ol oune prosvective i.a.l, merber (female witk iliorris ;incr) and
one uread (rale ........... enough said!), returnirzg ot nidnight kaving lost
the way back, a likely tale!

Sunday agair started not too well, ocme parties left early for iryfan
end Glyder Jach, but the sensille ones \not wanting to get wet) speat an
enjoyable morning with card trieks and gyunastics in the lounge, iater in the
day te climb on the idilcstone, |

my i . = 5 4 .
. thg wes o very successful Jeint keet. e were honcured with two M.i.id,
members - liorzan Uockran and, not to be forgotten, kr, Stan woore.

e i i

bABADS TN SHEUITS

ilison Harper and ek Lorby were married at ot, reter’s Church
Chellaston, on Easter londay, %he Llub wishes then every hanpiness, Although
this is the first marriage of tlLis vear's expected bumrer crbb, there is no
tiu:h in the rumours that the U.: .U, is to be renamed the vread hatrimonial
uic,

Jim Lershaw was in Glencoe, where he climbed »,C, Gulley. 4 full account -

in verse - will appear next month.

9 yiyis ; ot A e 5

four usditor had an enjoyable fortnight in raris, wiere he looked up
", 1 o - . - T
Ybunty Vartwright, uily ascent was the aAre de “riomphe. Ieaching it through
L35 2 jeg | K. ¥ : (Y
the Sunday afterncon traffic was at least Grade VI,

_ This is a fullish issue, but remenmber it centoing two ronths' contrib-
utions, wnd note the ghortage of "Shorts". Wby domt¥0U send something for
the next one ? rreferably about clipbing, but anything of interest to the
CUlub will do. Ho contribution has ever been rejected, Letters or post-cards

to U, o, Cullum, 11 Corkiend .ica?, Chorltum-cum-ardy, HancLester 21,
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